Southampton F.C
Pre-Match Analysis

TACTICAL BRIDGE

Expected Line-up:

Manager: lvan Jurié
Formation: 3-4-2-1

32

P. Onuachu

20 33

K.Sulemana/\ T. Dibling
e . S

18 8

M. FernaMmallbone

34

K. Walker-
Peters

Welington

A. Ramsdale

" Source: https://www.premierinjuries.com/injury-table.php

Injuries and Suspensions list’

Injured Players

#35 J. Bednarek (Knock)

#06 T. Harwood-Bellis (Ankle)
#10 A. Lallana (Hamstring)
#24 R. Fraser (Lower Leg)

#11 R. Stewart (Lower Leg)

Suspended Players
None

Ineligible Players
#26 L. Ugochukwu (parent club)

Written By: Samarth Aggarwal
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Playstyle Wheel:

Figure 1:
Southampton Playstyle Wheel: Pre vs Post lvan Juric

Attack Defence

Possession

l l Source: FBRef via Opta

Bl =Defensive Metrics, B =Possession Metrics [0 =Progression Metrics [ =Attacking Metrics
Please view this article on The Athletic for details on the calculations of the above metrics.

How has Southampton’s tactical approach changed after the
appointment of Ivan Juri¢?

The biggest change in Southampton’s tactical approach under Ivan Juri¢ has been in the way
Southampton move the ballin Possession.

o The biggest change has been in Southampton’s preference to play short out the back and
Build from deep, abandoning this tactic and choosing to launch the ball into the final third.

o Consequently, Southampton have also seen a slight drop in their Average Possession
values, while also reducing their and values - both of which
are normally simultaneous with teams that keep high amounts of possession and pass their
way out of defensive and midfield thirds.

Another difference has been in Southampton’s Pressing approach.

o They have increased their Pressing Intensity, while also keeping a slightly Higher Defensive
Line.

o However, this has not had an effect on their ability to prevent their opponent from creating
goal-scoring opportunities, as they still rank bottom among the teams competing in the Big
5 European Competitions.

Southampton’s Attacking metrics have seen a slight drop since the appointment of Juri¢

o Although they take more shots per game, their average shot distance has increased, while

their non-penalty xG generated per game has reduced even further than what it was R.
Martin.



https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/5263617/2024/02/13/playstyle-wheels-europe-team-style/
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In-Possession Tactics
All charts and tables in the following section are created using data obtained from FBRef via Opta.

Phase 1: Build-up

e Long, Aerial balls played during Goal-kicks and when Goal-Keeper is under pressure from
opponent’s attackers. (Launch rate (passes, Goalkicks), success %, Long Balls att)

Table 1:
Build-up Metrics

Metric Value per90 E(:i;:inllé:,?)g
Launch Rate 65.80% 2nd
Goalkicks: Average Length 67.20 yards 1
GK Open-Play Passes: Average Length 41.50yards 2nd
Long Passes Attempted (> 40 yards) 71.00 5th

e However, when Southampton win the ball back in the defensive third, they choose to build
using short passes especially when there is no pressure from the opposition.

What player(s) are frequently involved in this phase?
e Southampton’s launched passes from their defensive half are normally aimed at their 6’ 7”
striker — P. Onuachu (#32)

Figure 2:
EPL Players: Aerial Duels per90 (> 450 minutes)

Player Ranking
Total Aerial Duels (All)

paul onuachu I 14.571
Beto [ 13.231
Rodrigo Muniz [ 22.368
Dominic Calvert-Lewin [E—— 9.257
Ben Davies [N 7.286
Chris Wood [ 7175
Kevin Schade [, 6.884

Rail Jiménez I 6158
Dara 0'Shea [ 6.037
Jean-Philippe Mateta I 5.945
Mikel Merino I 5.909
Dan Burn I 5. 708
Rasmus Hejlund [ 5.414
Jader Duran [N 5.352
Joshua Zirkzee [N 5.185
Diogo Jota [ 5.065
Jotasilva [ 5.063
Ethan Pinnock [N 5.031
Nathan Collins [ 4.880
Mats Wieffer I, 4.808
Evanilson (I 4.737
Jacob Greaves [N 4.7332

Dango Ouattara 4 RR2
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Value per90

P. Onuachu is involved in the highest number of aerial duels among all players in the Premier League
this season, competing in 14.571 duels per game on average. His aerial strength is seen in the
numbers as well, with him winning 64.7% of his aerial duels - recording the second highest aerial
duels win rate than all other forward players.


https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats
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Phase 2: Progression into Final Third

e Southampton’s build-up phase tactics bypasses the midfield third and moves directly
into the final third.

o Central midfielders are responsible for trying to win loose balls if P. Onuachu loses
his aerial duel, with the midfielders recording the highest number of recoveries at
the club (see figure 4 in appendices).

Figure 2:
Southampton Players: Loose Balls Recoveries

Player Ranking

Recoveries (Southampton)

Kamaldeen Sulemana [ 4419
Jan Bednarek I 4231
Taylor Harwood-Bellis IR 4.123
Ryan Manning I 4.118
Kyle Walker-Peters | 3.991
Lesley Ugochukwu |, 3.864
Tyler Dibling [ 3.617
William Smallbone I 3.571
Flynn Downes |~ 3.333
Een Brereton [N 3.200
Ryan Fraser [, 2.941
Nathan Waod-Gordon [, 2899
Jack Stephens N 2.809
Yukinari Sugawara " 2. 741
Charlie Taylor [N, 2333
Cameron Archer [ z.208
Paul Onuachu I 1.714
Adam Armstrong [N 1.655
Alex McCarthy [N O.800
JoeLumiey NN 0.667
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Value perS0

e When Southampton choose to build from deep, they progress the ball through the
midfield third using their central midfielders.
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Phase 3: Final Third

e Alot of Southampton’s attempts to create chances come by crossing the ball into the
penalty area.

o Theyrecord the 4" highest number of crosses into the penalty area since Jurié¢’s
appointment, recording 2.50 crosses into the penalty area per90.

o Key Attacking Movements of Southampton players

o K. Sulemana (#20) occupies space on the left wing, opting to take on defenders using
his speed and dribbling ability. He records the highest number of take-ons attempted at
the club with 6.51 take-ons per 90.

o J.Bree (#14) leaves his right center-back position and joins the attack as a right winger
when the ballis being progressed through the right wing. One of the holding midfielders
drops into the role of RCB to cover his position.

e Slightimprovements in attacking metrics but continued struggles to break
opposition defences and create goal-scoring chances.

Table 2:
Attacking Metrics since Jurié¢’s appointment

EPL Ranking

Metric Value per90 (high = low)

Goals Scored 0.80 19"
Non-Penalty xG 0.77 19t
Shots 9.90 17"
Touches in Attacking Penalty Area 17.60 17
Shot-Creating Actions 18.20 17
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Out-of-Possession Tactics
All charts and tables in the following section are created using data obtained from FBRef via Opta.

Figure 3:
Southampton’s expected man-marking pressing system against Chelsea during Chelsea’s build-up.
5-2-3 3-4-3

Defensive Shape: 5-2-3

Man-Marking Tactics:

Role of Central Midfielders:
Southampton’s central
midfielders (#8, #18) track the
opposition holding midfielders
deep into Southampton’s
attacking half, leaving a lot of
space open between the
defensive and midfield units.

Role of Central Defenders:
Southampton’s Right and Left
sided Center Backs, #7 and #14
respectively, often leave their
defensive line to mark the
opposition attacking midfielders.

The two wing-backs are then
responsible to cover runs being
made into the spaces left by the
central defenders.

Pressing Approach: High Press
Table 2:
Attacking Metrics since Jurié¢’s appointment

. EPL Ranking
Metric Value per90
P (high > low)
PPDA? 9.83 6t
Tackles in Midfield Third 9.20 2nd

2 https://understat.com/league/EPL



https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats
https://understat.com/league/EPL

Transition Tactics
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Defence to Attack Transition: Fast Break

e Southampton try to break fast after winning possession, hoping to catch the opposition

before they set into their defensive shape.

Attack to Defence Transition: Counter-Press

e Southampton’s shape in-possession often leaves them with a lot of open space once

possession switches hands.

e To prevent opposition from counter-attacking them, Southampton counter-press once
they lose possession in an attempt to reduce time and space for opposition player on-

the-ball.

SWOT Analysis

Southampton Strengths

Aerially Strong — they win 56.90% of their
aerial duels, more than any other team in the
Premier League.

K. Sulemana (#20) can be the biggest threat
against Chelsea on the left wing — very quick
and strong dribbler.

Southampton Weaknesses

Threats for Chelsea Opportunities for Chelsea

Weak defensive structure —concede the
highest amount of xGA.

Susceptible to counter-attacks

Chelsea’s attacking movement can pull
Southampton’s defenders out of their shape,
allowing other players to make runs into
space.

o Southampton’s RCB (#14) and LCB (#7)
track their players deep into midfield as
well, often leaving gaps in their defensive
line.

Southampton is very weak in defending
counter-attacks, and Chelsea’s quick
attackers can cause trouble.




