TACTICAL BRIDGE

Tottenham Hotspur
wme Pre-Match Analysis

Expected Line-up:

Manager: Ange Postecoglou

Formation: 4-3-3

Injuries and Suspensions list’

Injured Players

#06 Radu Dragusin (Knee)
#09 Richarlison (Calf)

#21 Dujan Kulusevski (Foot)

19 #04 Kevin Danso (Hamstring)
7 D. Solanke 22
Suspended Players
Heung-Min B. Johnson None

R. Bentancur

23

17 P. Porro

M. van de C. Romero

G. Vicario

T Source: https://www.premierleague.com/latest-player-injuries
Created By: Samarth Aggarwal
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Data-Driven Analysis:

Tottenham Hotspur F.C.

Percentile Performance
2024-25 Big 5 European Leagues

Shot Quality

Attack Defence

Patient Attack

Chance Creation

Possession

Source: FBRef via Opta

B =Defensive Metrics, B = PossessionMetrics [ =ProgressionMetrics [ =Attacking Metrics

Please view this article on The Athletic for details on the calculations of the above metrics.

Tottenham play with High Intensity off-the-ball, often pressing high while holding a High
Line. Their pressing and counter-pressing instructions help them record high amounts of
average Possession and percentages.

Tottenham often Build from Deep, often playing out from the back when in-possession.
They have recorded some of the shortest goalkeeper passing distances and have very
low launch rates on average. However, they are also prone to making errors during build-
up which is indicated by their low Press Resistance figures. A narrow rest defence and
errors during build-up play have resulted in Tottenham being the 4" worst team in the
Premier League in terms of Chance Prevention.

Low figures indicate their preference to move the ball through the
wide areas, often utilizing their wingers and full-backs to move the ballinto the final third
and create chances.

Let’s dive deeper into the tactics utilized by Ange Postecoglou that allow them to put
up these numbers.


https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/5263617/2024/02/13/playstyle-wheels-europe-team-style/
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In-Possession Tactics

Playstyle Wheel Highlights: High Deep Build-up, Low Press Resistance, Low Central
Progression, High Chance Creation

Phase 1: Build-up play in the Defensive Third

Playing out from the back, aiming to get the ballto their central midfielders in the
middle third of the pitch.

Figure 1:
Build-up Distances [Data Source: FBRef]
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GK Open-Play Passes Avg Length (yards)

Tottenham have the lowest goalkicks average length at 15.30 yards while having the 4™ lowest open-
play pass length for goalkeepers at 27.20 yards, thereby indicating their preference to play short
during build-up.

They also have the lowest launch rates for open-play passes and goalkicks:

Table 1:
Tottenham: Goalkeeper Launch Rates [Data Source: FBRef]
. EPL Ranking
AUEE (high = low)
GK Open-Play: Launch Rate 14.6% 20t
Goalkicks: Launch Rate 4.7% 20"



https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
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How do Tottenham play out from the back?
e Playing through the lines of opposition press to find central midfielders
e If passinglanes are blocked by opponent, they use the movement of wingers and
full-backs to create space in midfield.

Figure 2:
Tottenham: Build-up play movement

= player movement ——P =pass = e » =passing options

Figure 3:
Tottenham Players (>720 minutes): Progressive Passes Received per90

Player Ranking

Progressive Passes Received (Tottenham)

Son Heung-min | 11.311
Brennan Johnson (I .622
Dejan Kulusevski [ 8.326

Destiny Udogie [N 4.674
James Maddison I 4.615

Djed Spence (NI +.068
Dominic Solanke [N 3.758
Pedro Porro [N 3.676
Pape Matar sarr [INGEGENEGEGEGEEGEEEEN -.551
Lucas Bergvall NG 2.212
Rodrigo Bentancur [N 1.739
Archie Gray [l 0.507
Ben Davies [l 0.500
Yves Bissouma [l 0.236
Cristian Romero [l 0.164
Radu Dragusin [l 0.144
Micky vande ven [l 0.110
Guglielmo Vicario | 0.000

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Value per90

Tottenham’s wingers (Son, Johnson, Kulusevski) rank the highest among their teammates in
terms of progressive passes received, followed by their full-backs (Udogie, Spence) and central
midfielders (Maddison).
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Phase 2: Progression through the Midfield Third

Tottenham instruct their midfielders and full-backs to carry the ball forwards when

given the opportunity to do so, often taking-on opposition players to progress the ball

through the midfield third.

Figure 3:
Midfielders (> 720 mins): Take-Ons Attempted per90

Player Ranking

Take-Ons: Attempted vs Midfielders

James Maddison | 5964
Lucas Bergvall | 5. 750
Mateus Fernandes [ 3.487
Cole Paimer [ 3.247
Morgan Gibbs-White [ 2.902
Kobbie Mainoo " 2.807
Elliot Anderson [ 2.727
Martin @degaard I 2.344
Yasin Ayari [ 2.313
Bilal El khannouss I 2.294
Yehor Yarmolivk I 2.273
Bruno Guimardes [N 2.268
Joe Aribo I 2.266
Jens Cajuste I 2.264
Boubakary Soumaré [ 2.184
Ryan Gravenberch [I— 2.245
Ryan christie [N 2.052
Carlos Baleba [ 2.037
Kevin De Bruyne [N, 1.951
Youri Tielemans [I—— 1949
Bruno Fernandes [IN— 1.932
Lesley Ugochukwu I 1.930
Mateo Kovacic [N 1.818
Boubacar Kamara [ 1.750

Orel Mangala 1714

0.0 0.5 1.0 15 2.0 25 3.0 3i5 4.0
Value perS0
Figure 4:

Midfielders (> 720 mins): Progressive Carry Distances per90

Player Ranking

Progressive Carry Distance vs Midfielders

Mateo Kovadic [ 156.043
Martin @degaard | 134.427
Lucas Bergvall I 125077
likay Giindogan | 120.877
Kevin De Bruyne | 119.675
Declan Rice I 115.458
James Maddison | 115.207
Yves Bissouma I 113,071
Thomas Partey | —— 111.852
Bruno Fernandes [ 111.250
Ryan Gravenberch [ 106.255
Cole Paimer I 104.096
Pape Matar Sarr [ 104.065
Mateus Fernandes I 100.672
Bruno Guimaraes I 95.428
Boubakary Soumaré I 92.529
EmileSmith Rowe I 92.292
Joe Aribo I 91,872
sasa Lukic I g9.223
Morgan Gibbs-White I 59.063
Harry Winks [ 89.006
Moisés Caicedo [, 87.943
Dominik Szoboszlai [N 87.880
Carlos Baleba [N 85.694

Enzo R4 ?8F
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Value perS0

[Data Source: FBRef ]

[Data Source: FBRef ]

Tottenham’s Central
Midfielders —James
Maddison and Lucas
Bergvall - rank highest
among all midfielders
in the premier league in
terms of take-ons
attempted.

Tottenham’s
midfielders rank very
high in terms of
distance covered by
progressive carries
per game this season
when compared to
other Premier League
midfielders.

Tottenham likes to absorb pressure during their build-up phase to open space for their

wingers and central midfielders in the midfield third.

o Their midfielders are strong in protecting the ball and making progressive carries through
their defensive half. However, this has led to several errors and turnovers in the attacking

and midfield thirds (see table 2).


https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
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Table 2:
Tottenham: Possession Loss metrics in their defensive half [Data Source: FBRef]
EPL Ranking
(high = low)
Errors leading to Shot 32 4t
Opposition Tackles in Midfield Third per90 8.90 1t
Opposition Tackles in Attacking Third per90 3.03 5th
Take-Ons: Tackled Rate 51.2% 2nd

Phase 3: Attacking in the Final Third

[Data Source: WhoScored ]

Attack Sides
Attack through wide areas using their wingers and

Lett side 39% full-backs.

Right side 3 7 %o

Wingers and full-backs are tasked with beating their defenders and crossing the
ball into the box.
e Ifthe player moves to the byline, they usually play a cut-back aimed at the edge of the
six-yard box.
e Ifthe player cuts back, they whip an in-swinging cross aimed at the striker.

Table 3:
Wide-Play Statistics [Data Source: FBRef]
. EPL Ranking
Metric Value (high -> low)
Take-ons Attempted per90 22.14 1t
Crosses attempted per90 20.45 4t

Player Movements in the Final Third

e Full-backs join attack and makes
underlapping runs.

- This movement also allows the wingers to
cutinside to create chances.

e One of the two central midfielders stays
central at the edge of the box.

- The holding midfielder and second central
midfielder provide support.



https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
https://1xbet.whoscored.com/teams/30/statistics/england-tottenham
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Out-of-Possession Tactics

Playstyle Wheel Highlights:  High [ntensity, High Defensive Line, High Field Tilt,
Poor Chance Prevention

Defensive Shape: 4-1-4-1

Their defensive shape adjusts to prevent the opposition midfielders from getting on
the ball, with Tottenham players man-marking pivot players and pressing against the
defensive unit.

Figure 5:
Expecting Pressing Map vs Chelsea

Tottenham press with two out of their three
midfielders against teams that use two pivots during
their build-up.

Based on how Chelsea sets-up during build-up,
Tottenham are expected to press in a 4-1-4-1 shape:

- Wingers pressing against the wide central
defenders when in-possession.

- The two central midfielders are expected to
man-mark the pivot players to prevent them
from getting on the ball during build-up.

- Main defensive unit will include the centre-
backs, the full-backs and a defensive
midfielder providing support.

Pressing Approach: High Intensity Press

Designed to reduce time on-the-ball for the opposition defensive unit during build-up.

o Their pressis triggered when ballis passed backwards, forcing the opposition to play the
ball back to the goalkeeper, who clears under pressure.

Maintaining a High Defensive Line also helps reduce space for the opposition to play
through them by staying compact between units.

Table 4:
Tottenham High Press Metrics [Data Source: FBRef]
Metric Value E:Tlll_'g:? inl:::;g
PPDA? 8.78 18"
Tottenham: Tackles in Midfield Third 8.03 4
Tottenham: Tackles in Attacking Third 2.72 VAk
Opposition: Goalkeeper Launch Rate 50.46% 1t

2 Data Source: https://understat.com/league/EPL


https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
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Defensive Width: Compact

e Once the opposition breaks through the press or hold possession in the
Tottenham’s defensive half, Tottenham take up a very compact defensive
shape.

- Wingers are instructed to track back and cover the wide areas.
- Full-backs and midfielders stay compact to reduce space in the middle of the pitch.

Transition Tactics

Defence to Attack Transition: Fast Breaks
Tottenham try to break through the middle quickly after winning possession.

e Midfielders play an important role since they are strong in taking-on players and making
progressive carries through the opposition players.

Table 5:
Tottenham: Counter-Attacking metrics [Data Source: FBRef]
. EPL Ranking
Metric Value (high - low)
Fast Breaks Shots 29 70
Fast Break Goals 10 2nd

Attack to Defence Transition: Counter-Press
Tottenham try to win back possession quicky after turnovers.

o This helps them keep high amounts of possession as well as holding a higher field tilt as
compared to their opposition on average.

Table 6:
Tottenham: High Possession Metrics [Data Source: FBRef]
. EPL Ranking
Metric Value (high > low)
Average Possession 56.8% 4t
Tottenham: Tackles in Midfield Third 55.66% gt



https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
https://fbref.com/en/comps/9/Premier-League-Stats#all_stats_squads_misc
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SWOT Analysis

Tottenham Hotspur Strengths:

- Skilful wingers and midfielders, who are quick and strong in carrying the ball.

- Attack-minded full-backs who often push forward to join attacks and create
numerical overloads to put pressure on opposition defence

Tottenham Hotspur Weaknesses:

- Proneto making errors and turning over possession in dangerous areas.

- Have some of the weakest chance prevention numbers in the top 5 European
Leagues this season

- Dealing with numerous injuries to key players this season, with some of them
returning very recently.

Potential Opportunities for Chelsea:

- Breaking through Tottenham press can allow creative players like Cole Palmer and
Enzo Fernandez to receive the ball in attacking half-spaces.

- Tottenham have a narrow, centrally-focused rest defence that can be exploited on
the flanks after winning possession.

Figure 6:
Tottenham Narrow Rest Defence

Potential Threats for Chelsea:

Allowing Tottenham to build from deep and falling into their trap of attracting the
press.

- Allowing Tottenham wingers to receive passes without pressure.



